
Key Revision Quotes for Religion and Society: Christianity and Islam (Unit 8) 
Section 2: Christian and Muslim attitudes on Environmental and Medical Issues 
	What: Stewardship and attitudes to the environment

	Christian teaching on stewardship and attitudes to the environment

	Why?
	Christian Teaching

	· The Bible shows God’s anger towards people who have ruined the environment

· Jesus’ teachings on loving one another and helping people in need mean that Christians today should share the resources of the world more equally.

· All Christians believe that after death they will be judged by God for their actions while they were alive. Most Christians believe this includes how they looked after the Earth.


	‘God blessed them, and said to them “be fruitful and multiply. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves on the ground” (Genesis 1:28).

‘till the earth and keep it’ (Genesis 2:15).

‘I brought them into a fertile land to eat its fruit and its produce. They came and made my land unclean. They made my property disgusting. (Jeremiah 2:7). 

‘A good man leaves an inheritance for his children’s children’ (Proverbs 13:22). 

	Muslim teaching on stewardship and attitudes to the environment

	Why?
	Muslim Teaching 

	· People should treat their gift from Allah (the Earth) with respect and look after it.
· As Khalifah, humans have been placed in a position of responsibility to care for the world in the way that Allah wishes.
· All the different pieces of Allah’s creation are in unity with each other.
· Therefore everything is dependent on everything else and the balance has to be maintained for things to keep working as they should do.
· All Muslims are part of the ummah (Muslims brotherhood). This includes past, present and future generations of Muslims globally.
· Therefore all members of the ummah should share in the Earth’s resources, which means looking after the environment for the future. It also means that natural resources should be shared more equally today.
· Animals are part of Allah’s creation and as his khalifahs, humans should treat them with respect.
· On the Day of Judgement, Allah will judge everyone according to how they have lived their lives and carried out his wishes. This includes judging people on whether they have behaved as ‘stewards of the Earth’.
	‘It is he who has made you custodian, inheritors of  the Earth’ (Surah 6:165)

‘The sun and the moon follow courses exactly computed; and the herbs and the trees – both alike bow in adoration. And the firmament he has raised high, and he has set up the balance in order that you may not transgress that balance’

(Surah 55:5-8)



	What: Medical Treatment for infertility

	Christian attitudes to medical treatment for infertility

	Why?
	Christian Teaching

	Christians that agree: 

· God intended that children should be created through the natural act of sex between a husband and a wife.

· No one has a ‘right’ to have children. God has a plan for everyone and if it is within his plan for a couple not to have a child, then people should respect that.

· Masturbation is a sin and all treatments where fertilisation takes place outside the woman’s body involves masturbation by the male.

Christians that don’t agree: 

· God has given humans the capacity to create children in this way.

· It allows couple to experience the joys of children (procreate).

· It is a way of loving your neighbour and follows the Golden Rule.
	‘be fruitful and multiply’ (Genesis 1:28) 

‘Techniques which allow someone other than the husband and wife to be involved in the making of a child are very wrong. Techniques which separate sex from the making of the baby are unacceptable.’

(The Catechism of the Catholic Church) 

‘In surrogacy, even if both sperm and ovum are contributed by the married couple, a physical and emotional bonding takes place between the ‘mother’ and the child she is carrying, which may later be hard to break.’ 

(John Stott, Issues Facing Christians Today) 

	Muslim attitudes to medical treatment for infertility

	Why?
	Muslim Teaching 

	Accepted: IVF AIH

IVF and AID are permitted in Islam because:

· The egg and sperm of the married couple are used

· God has given people the ability to create life in this way

· Embryos are destroyed during IVF are 14 days old and cannot be classed as ‘human’. Islam teaches that the soul does not enter the foetus until 120 days.

Not accepted: 

· AID

· EGG DONATION

· SPERM DONATION

· EMBRYO DONATION

· SURROGACY

· These are seen as seen as adultery or violating the contract of marriage. Divorce or death only brings a marriage contract to an end and for this reason a woman may not use the sperm of her former husband to conceive.

· Muslims believe that all children have the right to know their natural parents.

· Surrogacy is banned in Islam because its seen as violating the marriage contract, and secondly because it is considered that the woman who gives birth to a baby is the mother.
	‘To God belongs the dominion of heavens and earth. He creates what He will, and bestows both males and females, and He leaves barren whom He wills. For He is All-Knowledgeable All-Powerful.’

(Surah 42:49-50)



	What: Transplant Surgery

	Christian attitudes to transplant surgery

	Why?
	Christian Teaching

	Christians who support Transplant surgery: 

· It is a loving and charitable act that fulfils Jesus’ teaching to ‘love another’.

· It raises no problems for life after death, since a body will not be needed in heaven.

· It’s a way that people can show their gratitude for God’s gift of life.

Christians against Transplant surgery: 

· It violates the sanctity of life and people shouldn’t ‘play God’.

· The organs are an essential part of an individual which God has created and it would be wrong to replace a part of that person.

· Transplant surgery is interfering with God’s plans for each individual.

· If it is replacing an organ due to any abuse that the person may have inflicted upon their own body eg someone who destroyed their liver because they would not stop drinking alcohol.
	‘Such organs should not be removed until it has been medically determined that the patient has died. In order to prevent any conflict of interest, the physician who determines death should not be a member of the transplant team.’ 

(The Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care Services). 

‘There is an everyday heroism, made up of gestures and sharing, big or small… A particularly praiseworthy example of such gestures is the donation of organs in a morally acceptable manner’. 

(Pope John Paul 11 observed in Evangelium Vitae)

	Muslim attitudes to transplant surgery
	

	Why?
	Muslim Teaching

	Muslims that disagree: 

· The Qur’an teaches that the body should not be interfered with after death and should be buried as soon as possible.

· Muslims believe that on the Last Day, the body will be resurrected and therefore all the organs will be needed.

· It violates the sanctity of life – only Allah has the right to give life and take it away.

Muslims that agree: 

· Other Muslims agree with organ transplants from the dead as well as the living.

· They believe that the arguments against it can be overruled when saving the life of another person as this is what Allah wants.
	‘Whosoever saves the life of one person it would be as if he saved the life of all mankind ‘ 

(Surah 5:32)




Section 3: Christian and Muslim attitudes on War and Peace
	What: Attitudes to War

	Christian Attitudes to War

	Why?
	Christian Teaching

	· 10 commandments forbid killing: You shall not commit murder (Exodus 20:13)

· Jesus taught that people should love their enemies: Pray for those who persecute you (Matthew 5:44)

· Jesus stopped his own followers from using violence

· Nuclear weapons and weapons of mass destruction can cause an immense amount of suffering on innocent people.


	“Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also” 

(Matthew 5:39)

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.”

(Matthew 5:9)

“For all who draw the sword will die by the sword.” 

(Matthew 26:52)

“Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who treat you badly and persecute you.” (Matthew 5:44)

	Muslim attitudes to war

	Why?
	Muslim Teaching

	· The Qur’an teaches that Muslims must fight if they are attacked

· Muhammad himself fought in wars

· Many of the statements of Muhammad (found in the Hadith) permit Muslims to fight in just wars

· The Qur’an teaches that anyone who dies in a just war will go straight to Heaven.
	‘Fight in the case of God those who fight you, but do not transgress the limits; for God loves not the transgressors’ 

(Surah 2:190)



	What: Attitudes to Bullying

	Christian Attitudes to Bullying

	Why?
	Christian Teaching

	· All bullying involves physical or verbal violence without a just cause, which is against all Christian teaching. 

· Jesus taught that people should love one another and treat other people as they would like to be treated.

· Christians believe that they should treat everyone with respect and protect the weak and vulnerable people, as Jesus taught them to do. 

· Both Old and New Testament teach taking revenge, even against cruel behaviour, should not be done by people but by God himself. 
	‘…do to others what you would have them do to you…’ 

(Matthew 7:12)



	Muslim attitudes to bullying

	Why?
	Muslim Teaching

	· Islam teaches that any type of violence or aggression without just cause is wrong. 

· Muslims believe that every individual has been created by Allaah and it is wrong to abuse God’s creation. 

· Islam teaches that Muslims should work to put an end to injustice and cruelty, which includes bullying.

· Muhammad (pbuh) taught that on the Last Day they will be judged by God on the way they have lived their lives and if they have been bullies God will not be pleased. 
	‘Let there arise out of you a band of people inviting to all good, enjoying what is right, and forbidding what is wrong’ 

(Surah 3:104)



	What: Teachings on Forgiveness and Reconciliation

	Christian Teachings on Forgiveness and Reconciliation
	

	Why
	Christian Teaching

	· Christians believe in the importance of forgiveness because God has forgiven them.

· Christians believe Jesus died on the cross to bring forgiveness and reconciliation between God and humanity.

· Even as he was dying, Jesus forgave his enemies.

· Christians should forgive others and believe that God will help them to do this even when it’s difficult.


	‘Love your enemies and do good to those who hate you.’
(Luke 6:27)
‘… if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive your sins.’
(Mark 11:25-26)
‘Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?’ Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but seventy seven times.’’ (Matthew 18:21-22). 

‘… if anyone has caused you grief … you ought to forgive and comfort him’
(2 Corinthians 2:5-7)
Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 
(Luke 11:4)

	Muslim Teachings on Forgiveness and Reconciliation

	Why?
	Muslim Teaching

	· One of the names of God is “Allah, the Compassionate and Merciful”. Muslims believe that Allah forgives people and therefore Muslims should forgive people too.

· Muslims believe that on the Day of Judgement, God will show mercy and forgiveness to those who themselves have shown mercy and forgiveness to their fellow humans.

· Muslims also believe they should follow the example and teachings of the Prophet Muhammad who taught the people should forgive and be reconciled with those who have offended them.

· There are many teachings in the Qur’an about forgiveness and reconciliation.
	‘If a person forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is due from God’

(Surah 42:40)

‘A kind word with forgiveness is better than charity followed by injury.’ (Surah 2:263)

‘Live as fellow brothers and sisters, as Allaah has commanded you.’ (Hadith)

 


Section 4: Christian and Muslim attitudes on Crime and Punishment

	What: Attitudes to Justice

	Christian Attitudes to Justice

	Why?
	Christian Teaching

	· God is a just God and people should behave in the same way. 

· The Bible teaches that God wants people to behave justly. 

· Jesus taught that everyone should be treated equally and fairly, for example by the rich helping the poor. 

· Jesus taught that everyone should be treated the way that they would like to treated.  


	“Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also” 

(Matthew 5:39)

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.”

(Matthew 5:9)

“For all who draw the sword will die by the sword.” 

(Matthew 26:52)

“Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who treat you badly and persecute you.” (Matthew 5:44)

	Muslim Attitudes to Justice

	Why?
	Muslim Teaching

	· The Quran teaches that God wants people to act in justice and fairness to each other. 

· Everyone is equal under Islamic law

· Justice is the basis of Zakah (one of the pillars of the Islam). 

· The Shari’ah (law of God) requires justice for everyone.

· The prophet Muhammad (pbuh) acted with justice. 
	‘O ye who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, as witness to God…’ (Surah 4:135)



	What: Capital Punishment

	Christian Attitudes to Capital Punishment

	Why?
	Christian Teaching

	· The Old Testament teaches that capital punishment should be used for some criminals.

· Jesus never taught that the death penalty was wrong.

· Some Christian Churches (such as the Catholic Church) permit the death penalty for very serious crimes.

· In the Middle Ages, the Christian Church itself used the death penalty against those who challenged the authority of the Church, so it cannot be wrong.  
	‘You have heard that it was said, Eye for eye, tooth for tooth.’ But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.’ 

(Matthew 5:38)

‘Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood shed.’ (Genesis 9:6)

	Muslim attitudes to Capital Punishment

	Why?
	Muslim Teaching

	· The death penalty can only be given after a fair trial and as a resort after the consideration of all other options. 

· The victim (or victim’s family in the case of murder) has to agree to the sentence. If they do not want the criminal to be executed, then they cannot be and another sentence, such as paying compensation, will be given. 

Reasons why some Muslims agree in favour of capital punishment: 

· The Quran, which has come directly from Allaah, says that the death penalty can be given for certain crimes. 

· Shari’ah law says that the death penalty can be given for certain crimes. 

· Muhammad pbuh made many statements that showed that he agreed with the death penalty.

· When Muahmmad pbuh was in Madinah, he himself sentenced people to death for committing murder. 
	‘Take not life – which God has made sacred – except for just cause’. (Surah 17:33)

‘The shedding of the blood of a Muslim is not lawful except for three reasons: a life for a life, a married person who commits adultery and one who turns aside from his religion and abandons the community.’

(Hadith Bukhari & Muslim)



	What: Attitudes to Drugs and Alcohol
	

	Christian Attitudes to Drugs and Alcohol

	Why?
	Christian Teaching

	· The Bible teaches that Christian must obey the law of the land in which they are living, which includes the laws on drugs. 

· Christians believe that illegal drugs have been made illegal because they are the most damaging for people and Christians should not harm their bodies. 

· Many illegal drug users turn to crime to get money to buy drugs

· Drug abuse can break down marriages and family relationships, and can make people anti-social.

· Drinking any alcohol can impair a persons judgment and reduce their ability to act in a Christian way. 
	‘drunk on wine which leads to bad behaviour’

(Ephesians 5:18)

	Muslim Attitudes to Drugs and Alcohol
	

	Why?
	Muslim Teaching

	· All Muslims believe that their bodies were created by Allaah and should be looked after until Judgment Day: people therefore have a responsibility not to abuse their bodies with drugs and alcohol. 

· The Quran says that intoxicants are Haram (forbidden).

· The effects of drugs mean that Muslims would be more likely to commit other sins. 

· The effects of drugs would mean that Muslims would not be able to pray or perform their religious duties properely and they would therefore interfere with their relationship with Allaah (God).  
	‘O you who believe! Intoxicants and gambling… are an abomination of Satan’s handiwork: Shun such abomination, that you may prosper’ (Surah 5:93)




